Showers this afternoon;
and tomorrow ; slightly
| moderate westerly winds.

ing 2 pm.:
| {Full report on page

cooler tonight

| Temperature for twenty-four hours end-
Highest, 72, at
day; lowest, 55. at 4 a.m. today.

fair tonight

1 p.m. to-
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-BOAT ULTIMATUM
READY 10 BE SENT
WITHIN FEW HOURS

President Has It in Complete
Form: Presses Destruction
of Ships to Decision.

WILL SHOW GERMANY’S
PROMISES UNFULFILLED

Sussex Case Forms Only a Link in
Chain of Evidence Relating to
All Neutral Vessels.

DOCUMENT POSITIVE IN TONE

Dispatches Indicating Berlin Ready
to Meet This Country More Than
~ Half Way Will Not Change
Course Decided Upon. -

President Wilson Tate today
completed the communication en
submarine warfare. which will be
cent tonight or tomorrow to Ges-
many. He immediately sent word
to Senator Stone, chairman of the
Senate foreign relations commit-
tee. to confer on the situation.
The conference probably will be
held tonight. This action
in  line with the President’s
policy of keeping Congress in-
formed of the progress of tle
negotiaions,

President Wilson, it was sail,
has been steadily engaged on the
note for two days. He did not
go to church yesterday, bt
worked practically all day ex-
amining evidence submitted by
the State Department.

Scope of Document Stated..

The document, officials said, will press
the submarine issue to a decision.
reiterated that the Sussex case would

Wds

It was

form only a link in the chain of evidence
the United States will ]ﬁreaent to Ger-
many to show that her promises have
not been fulfiled.

The document was characterized by
officials today as being very positive in
tone, and they believe that only a
prompt acquiescence by Germany in the

positien taken by the United States can
prevent a break in diplomatic relations.

I'nofficial dispatches from Berlin in-
dicating that the German government is
ready (o meet the United States more
than half way, it was =aid, will not
change the course of the American gov-
ernment decided on at Friday's cabinet
meeting.

Finishing Phraseology.

Before the communcation to Germany
gores: forward the President and Secre-
tary Lansing may confer again, but it
was gaid early today that this was not
absolutely necessary. The FPresident
and hiz cabinet have agreed on the.
steps 1o be taken and the President is
now finishing the phraseology of the
proposed communication. He intends
to include in the indictment of Ger-
many’'s submarine campaign attacks on
neutral vessels not carrying Americans.
That will be done on the broad grounds
of humanity and for the reason that
many of these neutral vessels were go-
ing to or from the United States.

The State Department today received
a cable from Ambassador (Gerard at
Herlin, which, it was= =aid authorita-
1ively, was devoted entirely to editorial

expressions from the LGerman news-

pilp"'!‘
Report Not Yet Submitted.

State Department officials declared
“the ambassador had not yet submitted
a report of conversations he wag re-
ported in press dispatches last week
10 have had with officials of the for-
eign office.

Additlonal instructlons from the Ger-
man government toe Count von Bern-
etorff, the German ambassador, were
awa.ted at the German embassy early
today. Unofficial advices said that such
i{nstructions had been sent from Ber-
Jin.

1t is regarded as not unlikely that
the German ambassador may cail at
the State Department to ascertain, if
possible, the views of the Washington
government and possibly express the
views of his governmentl.

THREE MORE STEAMERS
ARE REPORTED AS SUNK

One Norwegian and Two British Ves-
sels Are Added to the
Long List.

LONDOXN, April 17, 1 pm.—The sinking
of a neutral ship and two British steam-
ships is reported by Lloyds. The Nor-
wegian ship Glendoon was sunk by gun-
fire. The British ship Cardonia has been
sunk by a torpedo. The crew was saved.
The other British steamship was the Har-
rovian., which was unarmed.

SEATTLE., Wash., April 17.—The Brit-
ish ship Cardonia. reporied sunk by a
torpedo, sailed from here November 9
with a cargo of 3,300 tons of wheat for
the United Kingdom. The Cardonia was
under charter to M. H. Houser, grain
exporter of Seattle and Portland, and
was in command of Capt. Thomas Selin.

The Cardonia was a vessel of 2065 tons
net. The Harrovian sailed from New
York, April 2, for Havre. She was a com-
paratively new veasel, having been built
in 1914, for a London company. She was
255 feet long, of 4,309 tons gross

The Glendoon, which was =ailing from
iquique, Chile. for Calais, was built in
1%94 and owned in Christiania. Her
gross lonnage was 1,918, 3 =

RESPONDS 10 PLEA
FORNATION'S HONOR

National Society, D. A. R., Stir-
red to Patriotic Demonstra-
tion by President Wilson.

HEAD OF ORGANIZATION
ALSO TALKS ON ‘DEFENSE’

Addresses on Preparedness Feature
of Exercises—Tribute to Mrs.
Donald McLean, Reported Ill.

EVENTS OF INTEREST
ON D. A. R. PROGRAM

Thiz Evening.
] 11 p.m., reception by the
president  general Memorial
Continental Hall

to

in

Tomoerrow

I am., announcement of com-

mittees on recommendation of

national officers. Reports of na-

tional officers. Reports of finance
and auditing committecs,

Morning.

Tomorrow Afternoon.

2 pom., reports from committees
on Memarial Continental Hall,
legislation in United States Con-
gre=s, editor of the magazine and
the magazine commitiee,

Tomorrow Night.

8 p.m. uomination of corre-
sponding  secretary general, ten
vice presidents general, one hon-
orary vice president, editor of the
magazine, Addresses by John
Beaver White, directoY in Amer-
ica of Belgian reliefl commission,
and by John A, Stewart, chair-
man board of directors of the
American Society.

Inspiring addresses by the President
of the United States and by the presi-
dent general of the Natlonal Society
Daughters of the American Revolution,
caused the more than 1.000 delegates to
spontaneously engage in a patriotic
demonstration at the opening exercises
of the twenty-fifth Continental Congress
in Memorial Continental Hall today.
Preparedness for the nation against
foreign aggression was the kevnote of
these addresses and the audience cheer-
ed enthusiasticaly every reference to
defense of national honor and a zeal to
keep the glory of the flag unsuliied.

Mrs. William Cumming Story, presi-
dent general, in her greeting to the
congress pleaded that they should sub-
ordinate any other purposes or differ-
ences to a general zeal for preparedness,
not for aggression but for protection

against attack by foreign foe.
She also gave an encouraging report

of tHe fin “Progress. made during
her admin{stration. She sald that while
the debt on: the memorial building

when she assumed offlce was $125,000,
it is now but §45,000, and that she ex-
pects it will be reduced 520,000 more
during the congress. 5he announced
that the property in the rear of the
memorial building is now owned by
the D. A. R., and that she has money
in hand to make first payment on ad-
jacent lots.

Illness or Mrs. McLean Announced.

A note of sadness was sounded at the
morning session when Mrs. Story an-

nounced that Mrs. Donald Mclean, a
former president general, i danger-
ously i1l at the home of her brother-

in-law, Admiral McLean, at the U'nited
States navy yvard, Norfolk. Mr=. HBryan
of Tennessee, a veteran of the society,
on the invitation of the president gen-
eral, spoke in eulogy of Mrs, Mclean's
service to the society and expressed
the sympathy of the tweniy-fitth con-
Eress.

Trouble over the recognition by the
society of Mrs. Mary 8 Lockwood, the
chaplain general, as a founder, which,
report among the delegates says, is to
break out in 1the Ccongress, wWas somne-
what quieted at the very opening of the
morning session when Mrs. Story in
her first sentence referred to Mrs.
Lockwood as “our justly well bheloved
chaplain general.” Thiz wus taken by
many of the delegates as a public noti-

fication that Mrs. Story wil not take
any part in a controversy hostile to
Mra. Lockwood.

The report by Miss Hilda Fleltcher,

chairman of the credentials committes,
showed that there are 1,307 chapters,
five of which are not entitled to vote,
43 are not réepresented, I8l have not re-
ported and that 2,255 are entitled to
vote,

First Political Clash.

The first clash of politice came early,
when Mrs. Hobert . Hogan, formerly
state regent of Maryland, moved that
in the balluting thege should be a teller
repregsent each of the contesting
parties. Those who were on the “in-
slde” said this action was taken be-
cause Mrs. William H. Talbott of Rock-
ville, regent for Maryland, is a
candidate for vice president general,
and that Mrs. Arthur Lee Bosley, the
state regent, refused to recognize her
candidacy.

The ealling of the roll oeccupied most
of the morning, the state regent or
alternate making the response. Cali-
fornia was cheered when the record
showed a large delegation, and Con-
nectivut also was applauded for a large
delegation. Mrs. Frank F. Greenawalt,
state regent fur the Districlt of Colum-
bia. reported sixty-six delegates regis-
tered out of a possible sixty-seven.
Massachusetlis' entire delegation arosge
in response to the roll call, and there
was prolonged cheering for the Eroup
of eighty-five delegates and many
alternates. =

In Place of Honor.

Seated on the platform were Mrs
Lockwood, who read Scripture ana
pravers; Mrs, John F. Swift, vice presi-
dent general, of California; Mrs. Sam-

uel Spencer, chairman of the reception
commitiee, Who 18 Mru. Story's chief
aid; Mrs. Kate Carney Henry, Mrs,
Delos Blodgett, the corresponding sec-
retary named in place of Mrs, Julius
C. Burrows, who died during the year:
Mre. George T. Smallwood, vice prenl-'
dent general. of Washington; Mrs. J.
Eakin Gadsby, ex-historian general
and chairman of the press committee:
Mra. Willard 3. Augsbury, the his-
torian general: Mrs. Sheppard W. Fos-
ter, vice president general from Geor-
gla; Mrs. Charles R. Davis, vice presi-
dent general from Minnesota; Mrs.
William H. CUrosby, vice president gen-
eral from Wisconsin: Mrs. Joseph K
Ransdell. the treasurer general: Mrs. Wil-
lurd T. Block: Miss Florence Finch, Mrs.
George M. Minor, vice president gen-
eral from Connecticut; Mrs. Rhett
tioasde, vice president generml from
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GERMANS BELIEVED
PREPARING A NEW
VERDUN OFFENSIVE

Both Sides Are Holding Infan-|
try in Check. But Bom-
bardment Continues.

GAINS CLAIMED BY PARIS
ARE DiSPUTED BY BERLIN

German Statement Says French Suf-
fered Severe Losses Near
Fort Douaumont.

AIRMEN KXEEP UP ACTIVITY

French Squadron Takes Advantage
of Intense Fog to Carry Out
Extensive Bombing

Operations.

PARIS, April 7. —After tem-
porarily assuming the aggressive
in the Verdun battle. Taunching |
attacks in the Douaumont-\aux
region which are declared to have
gained them some ground, the
French vesterday and last nigit
held  their infantry in
Neither was there any move by

check.

the German infantry arm, accoril-
ing to this aiternoon’s official
statement.

Apparently a new movement of
preparing
Heavy bon:-

is

some importance
west of the Meuse.
bardment of the French positions
in the Avocourt region and along
the line for some distance norti-
east, including the Dead Aan's
L1 sector, has been mentioned ir;
several recent official statements
by the I'rench war office and simi-
lar artillery activity is again re-
corded today.
French Official Report.

The ofticial statement Issued today says:
“On ithe left bank of the River Meuse
there has been an intense bombardment
«f the Fremch positions in the Avocourt
wooidd and on the front from Le Mort
Homme (Dead Man's hill) to Cumieres

*n the right bank of the river the
night passed in relative calm, except in
the region to the south of Hadremont
Wood, where there was continued ariil-
wood, where there was continued artil-
attacks during the day and night.

“There is nothing to report from the
remainder of the front, with the excep-
Ltion of the customary cannonading.

“During the night of April 16-17 a
French air squadron, composed of nine
machines, during an intense fog exe-
cuted certain important bombing opera-
tions in the region of Conflans, Pagny,

Arnaviile and Romdach. Projectiles were
dropped as follows: Twelve shells on the |
railroad station at Conflans, sixteen on |
the factory at Rombach, eight on the
railroad station at Arnaville, eleven on
the railroad line at Pagny and Ars |

“During the mnight of April 15-16 o
French armed aeroplane, flving over the
North sea at an altitude of 300 feet
threw sixteen shells at o vessel of the
enemy. HKleven of these mussiles foundi
their mark.”

Capture of Trenches Claimed.

A French infantry attack in the Ver-
dun region south of Dousumont Satur-
day resulted in the capture of portions
of German  trenches, the war
office announced yesterday. Two hun-
dred Germans were taken prisoners,

“The bombardment
right on the left bank
in the sector hetwesp
Caurettes wonod, the =statement says
“On the might bank we delivered a
spirited attack toward the end of yes-
terday againgt German positions south

of Douaumont. This effort, which was
completely successful, m_mlﬁ- it posszible

O

continued  Jast
of the Meuse,

Avocourt and

for us to occupy certidn elements of
the enemy’s trenches and capiure 260
men, of whom two were nfficers

“la the Woevre our first line posi-
tions were bombarded intermittently,
There was no imporiant event on the
remainder of the front except the

usual cannonaling.”
French Repulsed, Says Berlin.

BERLIN, April 17, via London.—Aft-
er extensive bombardment large
French forees on the Verdun front at-
tacked German positions near Fort
Douaaumeont Saturday, The German
war office sayvs the French were re-
pulsed wilh heavy losses.

Today the war office gave out the
following statement:

“There are no incidents to report
from the western front. In the region
of Pervyse, Flanderg, an enemy aero-
plane was brought down by our anti-
aireraft guns close behind the Belgian
lines, and was destroyed by our artil-

lery. First lieut. Barthold brought
down northwest of Peronne his fifth
enemy areoplane, a British bhiplane.

The pilot was dead and the ohserver
seriously injured.

Fighting on British Front.

LONDON, April 17. —The British of-
ficial statement on the campaign in
France and Belgium issued last night
reada:

“last night, after the explosion of
two mines, our troops carried out a

small rald against the enemy trenches
south of the Bethune-Labassee road
with satisfactory results,

“Today there has been artillery activ-
fty about Arras, Neuville, St. Vaast,
Grenay and Loos.”

Order Issued by Gen. Petain
Says Kaiser Expects Battle
at Verdun to End the War

PARIS, April 17.—A semi-official note
issued here reviews the recent opera-

(\Continued on Fourteenth Page.)

(Continued on Sccond Page.)
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DISTRICT MAY LOSE
BY HOUSE SPEEDING

Practically All Chances forl

Laws Rélating to Local In-
terests Appear Destroyed.

The rules committee of the House
meets this afternoon for the purpose
of changing the gearing of the legisla-
tive machinery to a higher speed, and
all signas point to a program which
will abolish practically all chaneces of
legizlation from the District commit-
tee,

A place for the Distriet appropriation
kill will be found on the program,
ard Chairman Page of the subcommit-
tee having that hill in charge will
plan to bring in a =pecial rule 8o a5 Lo
make privileged the ,jtems of legisla-
tion which will appear on the hill, This
will he done sp as to avoid the delayvs
incident 1o points of order, etc,

The IH=trict hill is completed, hut is
in hiding. Hepresentative Page does
not want the bill to hang on the calen-
dar any length of time after belng
reported to the House, for the reason,
presumably, that there are things com-
mitted and omitted in connection with
the bill which may cause a proecegsion
of District residents to the Capitol
daily if the measure iz allowed 1o re-
main on the calendar long after being
reported. It is planned, therefore, to
report the hill at the right moment,
and then take it up for consideration
in the House as soon as possible there-
after.

Program Undecided.

Just where the Distriet bill will he
placed 1n the forthcoming program has
been definitely determined at
jeast. nol up to- a late hour
There was= a determination
to allow the diplomatic and
appropriation bill to follow the agri-
cultural appropriation bill, now being
debated, amd after the diplomatic bhl
to take up the Distrier bill. This may
be changed somewhat in the speeding-
up Process,

One of the features of the proposal of
the leaders who will meet this after-
noon in the rules committee is the plan
te abeolish unanimous consent days,
which are the Mondays intervening be-
tween Distriet days. To clean up the
bills which would ordinarily be taken
up on unanimous consent days a series
of night sessfons {8 planned. Claims
and other private measures will also
be considerad at night if the plans are
adopted,

District committee business will be
given a setback by the proposal to con-
vene the House dally at 11 e'clock.
The rule of the committee is to adjourn
promptiy at ten minutes of the time the
House meets. The committee is called
together generally at 10:30 o'clock,
which allows only twenty minutes for
committee businegs. As the commmittee
has been operating considerably on a
twenty-minute basis recently, it has
been shown that no business can be
accomplished In that short space of
time.

not
today.
last week

consular

Want to Finish by July.

The leaders want to finlsh the House
Lusiness by July. They have practical-
ly the entire program @&f the session to
complete, therefore, ifi*ithe last two

weeka of April, the month of May and
part of the month of June. The con-
ventions of the two parties will take
practically three weeks out of June, so
therefore the House has & wonderfully
heavy job on {ts hands. The adminis-
tration program, including the tariff
commission and the Philippine bill, has
to be finlshed. This, of course, is inde-
pendent of the entirely necessary and
utterly neglected program of revenue rals-
ing.
All the big appropriation bills have to
he passed with the exception of the
legislalive, post office and Indian. The
enormous naval bill, which has yvet to
be reported; the fortifications bill, the
biggest ever seen, and the new in-
creased army appropriation bill, calling
for millions upon millions of money
yet unprovided for, complicate the
speed problem. And after these bills
are passed the Hpuse must pass a
measure to provide far about $200,000;-
(00 of additicnal revenue.

NEW TRIAL GRANTED
ATTORNEY AMBROSE

District Court of Appeals Re-
verses His Conviction
and Sentence.

William K. Ambrose, memher of the
bar, vonvicted of embezzling funds
coming into his hands as guardian of
two minor children and sentenced Lo
=erve ten vears in the penitentiary, was
granted a new trial today by the Lis-
trict Court of Appeals. The opinion of
the appellate tribunal was rendered by
Justice Robb and concurred in by Jus-
tice Van Orsdel. Chief Justice Shepard
concurred in the judgment anly.

Errors of the trial court in admitting
testimony relating 1o allezed actions
by Ambrose In other cases in which he
sustained a fiduclary relation  long
prior to the alleged embezzlement and
refusing evidence as to the settlement

{of these elaims when demand was made

as shown hy an acceount approved by

the I'rohate Court, are the chief rea-
sons assigned for reversing the con-
viction and sentence.

Intent Must Be More Clearly Proved

The court holds that evil intent, so
necesgary to any conviction of em-
bezzlement, must be more clearly prov-
efd in a case involving executors and
other fiduciaries under section 541 of the

code, “for the duties and powers ol
an executor or guardian are brooader |
with re=zoect 1o the management or
control  of funds coming Iinte his:

hands than are cenerally exercised
an agent, attor or rlerk,

“A guardian has complete charge of the
property of his ward that comes into his
possession and must keep it properly and
safely invested. While, of course, it is
the better way for the guardian to keep
moaney of his ward entirely separate from
his own, the mere fuct that he does not
do so affords no suflicient basis for a
presumption of evil intent.’”

The court suggests that the flduciary
and his bondsmen are liable in the event
of loss.

INVITED TO MEET MEMBERS.

President to Visit Board of Tradeat
First Opportunity.

President Brandenburg and Secretary
Cunningham of the Washington Board
of Trade today guve President Wilson
a cordial invitation to meet with the
business and professional men of that

Inrg‘anixatinn at the next meeating, Mon-

day, April 24. The President said that
if the serious work before him clears
up by that time he will be glad to
attend: if not. he will drop in on the
board at the first opportunity he has.
He expressed interest in the state-
ment that the organization has 1,400
members, composed of the most repre-
sentative men in Washington, and that
the meetings are attended regularly by
fully half of the total membership.

New Spanish Steamship Line.
MADRID, April 16, via Laris, April
17.—The Imparcial asserts it has
learned from oflicial sources that the
project for a mew transatlaptie line
between Vigo and New York 1}5180()“ to
be consummated. The line will be sub-
sidized to the amount of $£500,000 by

the Spanish government, which wiil
invite bids for the contract.

Rubber Hidden in Coffee Bags.
CHRISTIANIA, April 16, via London,
Aprll 17.—A large quantity of rubber
was found concealed in coffee hags
on board the steamer Lyngenford,
which sailed from New York March
17 for Bergen. The entire con-

gignment of 250 bags was seized. The
rubber was discovered through the

by |

bursting of one of the bags-while the
Bleamer wag unloading.

.gf"

OFFICER, WORRIED
BY ILLNESS, SUICIDE

Williani G. Davis Talks of His
Condition With Wife, Then
Uses His Police Weapon.

Policeman William Garrett Davis this
morning committed suicide by shooting
himself in the head. The shooting oc-
curred at his home, 635 | street south-
west, shortly before 7 o'clock, and the
patient died at Emergency ospital
about three hours later, He had been
despondent because of ill health, it is
stated, and had discussed his condition
with his wife a few minutes before
the shot was fAred.

Mrs. Davis went downstairs and was
preparing hreakfast when she suddenly
heard the report of a pistol shot, Her
husband had discharged the weapon
that he long had carried while on duty,
and the hullet had penetrated the
brain, rendering him unconscious.

Davie was a member of Capt. (ieorge
H. Willigms' command in the fourth
precinet during the entire time he was
connecterd with the force, since June 14,
1802, and was one of the most popular
members.

The deceased was horn
Maryland August 2, 1871, He came to
thig city when he was a young man,

served as a conductor on the Tth street
division wf the Capital Traction line
and left that emplovment to acceept a
pasition on the police force.

in southern

Feared Condition Was Hopeless.

His wife, who was Miss Hannah Dow-
ney before marriage, and a son survive
him. 1t is stated that Davis suffered
from sciatica. and several months ago
hie had a spell of sickness which caused
him to fear he would not recover.

Because of his illness, it is stated,
Capt. Williams gave him details that
he thought might be the means of mak-
ing work easier and asgist him in get-
ting well. He was detailed at the
north end of Highway bridge and later
in the police station.

Police department records show that
Davis had never been before the trial
board on charges. He was regarded as
an efficient and courageous officer.

Srother Member of Force.

James A. Davis, a brother of the
deceased, is a member of the police
force, and Thomas Davis, another

brother, is in the employ of the Capital
Traction Company. It is said that the
deceased worth  fully  $40,000.
Coroner Nevitt made an investigation

and gave a certificate of suiclde. Ar-
rangementa for the funeral have not
been completed, but it is probable that
the Policemen’s Assoclation will have
charge of them.

BENT ON KEEPING PEACE.

Austria-Hungary Opposed to Break
With U. S. Over Submarines.

wWas

LONDON, April 17.—The Budapest
correspondent of the Morning Post
sends the following:

“The negotiations between the

1'nited Btates and Germany are being
cagerly followed in Austrin-Hungary.
(Count Tisza, the Hungarian premier,
ija vehemently opposing any poliey
Jikely to lead to a rupture with the
I 'nited Stales,

“The question was discussed dur-
ing the past week by the Austrian and
Hungarian delegates who met at Buda-
pest to continue the Ausgleich nego-
tiations, and a decision was reached to
take certain definite steps in Berlin,

“Moreover, it is stated, should a
hreak oreur Austria-Hungary will take
no cognizance of it and will endeavor
to continue’ friendly relations with the
United States.”

REGARDED

VILLADEATH REPORT

DOUBTFUL

BY OFFICIALS OF U.S.

ICISM GROWS

SHEP
N OFFCAL CRELE

Washingtém Gives Less Cre-
dence to Story as Time
Goes By.

MEXICAN AMBASSADOR
AWAITING VERIFICATION

Remains Were Due to Arrive at
Chihuahua Last Night, But
Did Not Do So.

Although twentyv-four hours
have passed s<ince Mexican ad-
vices told of the finding of the
of Francisco \Villa,
Washington government has

bodyv the

! =
ceived as vet no information on
the subject from its representa-
tives in Mexico, civil or military.

Administration officials orow
more doubtful of the truth of the
report time passes without
confirmation.

as

No Information at Embassy.
The body =aid to be that of Villa was

supposed to have reached Chihuahua
city by special train some time last
night. American Consul Letcher at

that place has not been heard from. It

was pointed out that his report might
have been delayed. Officials noted, how-
ever, that the consul had not even for-
Villa's death
which must be circulating in Chihua-
hua.

The Mexican embassy also was with-
out additional information on the sub-
ject today. The last report from Con-
sul Garcia said he was seeking con-
firmation of the reports transmitted by
railway telegraph operatords in the
region where the body is said 10 have
heen found., Apparently he had not been
successful, and the embassy's advices
still were viewed as doubtful

Secretary Baker today received a dis-
patch from Naco saving that Gen. Villa
was last heen heading in the direction
of the place where reports yesterday

said he was buried. :
taken by War Department officials to

'
warded rumors as to

The dispatch was im-
to President Wil=omn.

might be true.
mediately sent

Department Officials Silent.

State and War Department officials re-
fused to comment today on Gen. Per-
shing's report of the Parral incident,
which is in contradiction of the version
transmitted by f(Gen, Carranza to sup-

he withdrawn from Mexicao. The report
shows that Carranza (roops not  only
joined in the attack upen the Iittle de-
tachment of Americans. but followad
them several miles as they withdrew in
an effort to avoid a clash with the de
facto government forces.

Gen. Carranza’s message gaid his forces
had sought to =uppress flring at the
Americans by Mexician civilians. The
majority of the Mexican killed are now
reported by (Gen. Pershing to have been
Carranza s=oldiers, one of whom was an
ufficer.

It was indicated at the State Depart-

Reply Is Being Prepared.

The reply to the diplomatic note wﬂg!
8tiil in preparation early teday. It wil!!
outline the terms under which the |
Tnited States will discuss withdrawal
of its forces with the de facto govern-

ment, and unless reports of Villa's
death are confirmed no change in the
program will be made at this time.

1t was reasserted today that should
the hody be identifled as that of Villa
the expedition would come out of Mex-
jeo At once. No instructions have vet
been sent 1o Consul Letcher or Gen.
Pershing, however, as to the identifica-
tion to be required. Nome will go for-
ward until these officials tramsmit some
report.

l.atest developments in the situation
were read with keen interest by con-
gressmen, who realized that the deati
of Villa would end all further diplo-
matic negotiations over Carranza’'s pro-
pasal for a withdrawal of the Amer-
{can forces in Mexico.

| DAY IN CONGRESS. ]
i
!

Senate:
Met at noon.
Judiciary committee failed to
reach any conclusion on nomina- |
tion of Louis D. Brandeis to the | I

Supreme Court of the United |
| States. {

Senator Newlands submitted |

recommendations of President

and cabinet officers as amend-
ment to rivers and harbors bill.

Debate resumed on army reor-
ganlzation bill

Agriculture committee urged
federal trade commission to su-
pervise distribution of sisal held
at Yucatan. 5

House:

Met at noon.

Disposed of unanimous consent
calendar business.

DISTRICT IN CONGRESS.

Heouse:
Speeding tactics of House lead-
ers diminish chances of District

The dispatcn was |

mean that the reports of Villa's demhi

port his suggestion that American troops |

NO CONFIRMATION
FROM MEXICO YET

Body Fails to Arrive at Cusi-
huiriachic Today, as -
Expected.

CONSUL IS CONFIDENT
IN SPITE OF THE DELAY

Difficulty Will Be Had in Making
Idertification Even if Bandit's
Remains Are Found.

EL PASO, Tex., Aprl 17
Confirmation of Mexican reports
that Francisco Villa’s body had
been exhumed at San
Borja and was being brought tn
Chihuahua City was still lackipg
at the headquarters of the de facto
government at Juarez today.

Gabriel Gavira, commander of

e

I'rancisco

the Juarez garrison, awaited in-
formation from official sourcss
that. would dispel any question of
doubt over the reports of the find-
ings of the bandit’s body, but the
Mexican telegraph lines were
silent on the subject.
Consul Garcia Is Confident.

“I mtill feel certiin that
the messages received Sunday that Villa's
body had been found are correct,” sail
Mexican consul here to-

reasonably

Andres Garcia,
day. *1 shall make every effort Lo have
the body brought to Juarez, where Ameri-
cans who knew,k him may make an iden-
tification that will he satisfactory to the
American people.”

A dispateh wad received by Gen Ga-
vira, commander of the Jumrer gurrison.
from Cusihuiriachic at 190:30 o'clock this
morning stating that the body of Fran-
cisco Villa had not arrived there at that
hour.

De facto government officials were not
able to give any information regarding an
unofficial dispatch from Mexico ity stat-
ing that Minister of War Obregon had
announced that Villa's body was buried
at San Francisco Horja amd was not
en route to Chihuahua City. It was be-
lieved here that there was some error
in the cable and telegraphic transmission
of the Mexico City dispatch. (onsul Gar-
cla’s Information was that the body of
Villa had been exhumed at San Francisco
Borja and wae being brought into ‘usgi-
huiriachic, where it was to be sent on a
special train to Chihuabua City.

Official word from Washington that the
I'nited States troops would be immediate-
I¥ withdrawn from Mexico if Villa was
dead will undoubtedly result in expedit-
ing the efforts of the de facto government
to aecertain the truth of the reports of
the locating of Villa's bodsy.

Expect Delay in Identification.

If the supposed body of the bandit is
still interred at San Francisco Borja, as
stated in the latest Mexico City advices, it
will likely be many days before an iden-
tification can be made unless the Mexi-
can government accepts as final the iden-
tification made by Carranza officers now
in the wvicinity of San Francisco Borja,

ment that further details would belwhich is thirty miles by trail south of
sought from the American offlcers be- | Cysihuiriacihic.

fore a reply would he sent to Gen.| [dentification of tha body at this time
Carranza. Secretary Lansing planned | may prove batling. According 1o the
originally to deal with the Parral in-| reports from Mexico City, Villa has
cidenl as a separate matier, not in the ! been dead over two weeks, and phys-
reply to the note suggesting the recall| jeal changes may be such as 1o pre-
of the American expedition on diplo-|clude as positive proof that the desd
matic grounds, | man was Villa. Mexican officials here

said that the United States government
undoubtedly would accept the lden-
tiflcation If made by responsible Mex-
icans who knew Villa, and by Mexican
officials.

A number of newspaper correspond-
ents and a few other Americans lefr
here early today for Chihuahua in the
hope that the story of the finding of
Villa's body was true Heveral other
Americans, who at first had intended
to go,abandoned the trip. some through
skepticism and others because of rini-
ing that was reported here 1o have or-
curred in the Mexican state capital
during the last two days.

Origin of Latest Villa Story.

That Franciseo Villa is dead and hi=s
body. disinterred some days after his
burial. i8 in possession of the Carranza
troopa, was the tenor of a series of
telegraphic messages received in Juarez
yeaterday by the Mexican officiale. For
more than a week reports that Villa
had died from wounds have been cur-
rent both here and in Juarex. Yester-

day's accounts were the most circum-
stantial and apparently reliable vet
received. They were accepted with re-
serve by American officials, including Brig.
Gen. George Bell, but the Mexican of-
ficlals expressed confidence in their re-
liability. The messages, in the order
in which they were received, were as
follows:

“The dispatcher of the Mexican
Northwestern railroad at Juarez re-
ported to Gen. Gavira, Carranza com-
mander at Juarez, that he had heard
a conversation on the telegraph wire
to the effect that Villa’s body was in
the hande of the Carranza troops.

“Gen. Gavira notified Consul Andres
Garcia here, who rushed messages Lo
the telegraph operators at Madera and
Cusihuiriachic asking for confirmation.

*The Madera and Cusihuiriachic oper-
ators answered confirming the report
and stating the body was being taken
te Chihuahua.

““The telegraph operator at San An-
tonio, fifty miles west of Chihushua,
telegréphed Consul Garcia that Villa's
body was in possession of Col. Carlos
Carranza, nephew of Gen. Carranza,
who was taking it in a special train
to Chihuihua.”

No Answer to Telegrams.

In reply to theze messages telegrams
were sent to the Carranza generals in

legislation.

. the field and to officiala in Mexico City,




